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SOCIAL MEDIA TOOLKIT: Restore the Voting Rights Act

This phase of the Voting Rights Act campaign is about ramping up for the introduction of a bill to fix the coverage formula of section 4 of the VRA. The goal is to educate people on how the Supreme Court’s Shelby decision put voting rights in jeopardy and get them engaged so that they are primed to take action and demand a vote before the end of the session once the bill is introduced.

1. Sample Facebook Posts

The Supreme Court significantly weakened the Voting Rights Act in June. Congress must pass a bipartisan fix for the VRA. Learn how you can help restore vital protections to the right to vote at www.restorevotingrights.org.

The Voting Rights Act protected voters from racially discriminatory tactics. We need your help to restore these protections! Join the movement at www.restorevotingrights.org and tell Congress to step in.

The Supreme Court’s ruling in Shelby County v. Holder froze vital protections for voters in places that have a long history and continuing record of discriminating. Learn how you can help restore these vital protections at www.restorevotingrights.org.

Share resources with short links such as:
(Use https://bitly.com/ to create shortlinks)

· www.restorevotingrights.org or bit.ly/VoterRights – Main hub for VRA activity
· http://bit.ly/ldfshelby – NAACP LDF Shelby page
· http://bit.ly/1937BS7 – “Understanding the Importance of the VRA” blog post on unfinishedbusiness.org
· http://bit.ly/118eMq4 – Backgrounder Fact Sheet on VRA

NOTE - “Shareable” images or Infographics work well (attached)

Using Promoted Post
If an organization can use Facebook’s promoted post feature, this could help significantly expand the reach of the post during the first hours following the ruling. Facebook typically shows posts to only 5 percent of an organization’s following on its Facebook page. Even a small budget promotion of $10 can double or triple the audience size and expand social reach.


2. Twitter
As is the case with any media, our goal with Twitter is to create an echo chamber of on-message tweets to keep people engaged in the fight as we wait for a bill to be introduced. This is a critical time when we need to continue to put the pressure on and show that people still want Congress to act. Please adapt the tools to include additional resources, articles and actions. 

Sample Tweets 

· #SCOTUS decision suspended enforcement of Sec.5, the heart of the #VRA. Tell Congress to protect minority voters: bit.ly/VoterRights
· Tell Congress to pass bipartisan legislation that would restore the Voting Rights Act’s vital voter protections: bit.ly/VoterRights
· #VotingRights have been put in peril. Demand tht Congress enforce #VRA, protect voters against racial discrimination: bit.ly/VoterRights
· Voter discrimination is still a serious problem. Tell Congress to modernize the #VRA to protect the right to #vote: bit.ly/VoterRights
· Protecting #votingrights is an American issue, not a partisan one. Tell your members of Congress to restore #VRA! bit.ly/VoterRights
· Tell Congress to act thoughtfully, swiftly & with bipartisanship to ensure that #VRA protects minority voters. bit.ly/VoterRights
· Congress has the constitutional authority and moral responsibility to protect our #votingrights. Take action: bit.ly/VoterRights
· Every American should be able to #vote free from racial discrimination. Tell Congress to fix the Voting Rights Act: bit.ly/VoterRights 
· Demand tht Congress come together to restore the #VotingRights Act & protect real voters from racial discrimination.  bit.ly/VoterRights
· Is it 2013 or 1960? People of ALL races should be able to #vote. Get involved at www.restorevotingrights.org.
· #Congress must act to ensure the ballot is free, fair & accessible to every American. 
· Protecting #votingrights of all Americans should be a priority for #Congress! #p2
· We need your help to restore justice in voting! Join the #votingrights movement at www.restorevotingrights.org. 

Use these hashtags (try to include more than one hashtag – but no more than 3 – or mix up your use of hashtags if you tweet often to get the message in front of as many people as you can):
· #VotingRights
· #VRA
· #Vote
· #Congress
· #SCOTUS
· #P2 (this is a general progressive hashtag, which allows your message to get in front of the widest possible audience)

Organizations to follow and retweet on Twitter, as well as to “like” and share posts from on Facebook:
· @NAACP_LDF – NAACP Legal Defense and Educational Fund
· @LawyersComm – Lawyer’s Committee for Civil Rights Under Law; https://www.facebook.com/lawyerscommittee
· @MALDEF; https://www.facebook.com/MALDEF
· @ACLU; https://www.facebook.com/aclu.nationwide
· @CivilRightsOrg; www.facebook.com/civilandhumanrights
· @myconstitution - Constitutional Accountability Center 
· @LWV –League of Women Voters; https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvoters
· @NAACPNVF – NAACP National Voter Fund; https://www.facebook.com/NAACPNVF
· @NALEO; https://www.facebook.com/NALEOMembers
· @ProjectVote; https://www.facebook.com/ProjectVote
· @866OurVote; https://www.facebook.com/866OurVote
· @fairelections; https://www.facebook.com/FairElectionsLegalNetwork
· @adv_project; https://www.facebook.com/AdvancementProject
· @Demos_Org; https://www.facebook.com/DemosIdeasAction
· @CommonCause; https://www.facebook.com/CommonCause
· @RocktheVote; https://www.facebook.com/rockthevote
· [bookmark: _GoBack]@CampusVote; https://www.facebook.com/CampusVoteProject
· @CivilRights – DOJ Civil Rights division
· @BrennanCenter – https://www.facebook.com/BrennanCenter
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