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Demand that Congress Act – Restore the VRA!

Background: Shelby v. Holder
In a 5-4 decision, the Supreme Court in Shelby County v. Holder, a case challenging the constitutionality of provisions of the Voting Rights Act, struck down the coverage formula in Section 4, which determines which jurisdictions are covered by Section 5 and therefore subject to the preclearance provisions of the Act. 

Important: Although the Court’s Shelby decision dealt a blow to the Voting Rights Act, the Court recognized that racial discrimination in voting exists and in its ruling invited Congress to act by updating the coverage provision.

Join the Movement to Restore Voting Rights and Act Now to Urge Congress to Act!
The Shelby decision requires Congress to act forcefully and expeditiously to protect voters against the persistent threat of racial discrimination.

You have the power to help restore these protections that are essential for our democracy. Help spread the word and grow the movement by taking these simple actions today:

1. Post on Facebook
Share the petition. Join thousands of people urging Congress to act. Post on Facebook and spread the message that you demand that Congress protect the right to vote. Go to www.RestoreVotingRights.org and take action.

2. Tweet the Message
Spread the word on Twitter. Use the sample message below to formulate your tweet(s).

Tell Congress to pass bipartisan legislation that would restore the Voting Rights Act’s vital voter protections: bit.ly/VoterRights

3. Tell your friends. 
Whether by email, text, Facebook, or any way possible, let your friends know about the need for Congress to act. Use the sample text below.

“Voting rights for millions of Americans are now in jeopardy.

Shockingly, the U.S. Supreme Court delivered a blow to our nation’s most effective tool for protecting minority voters from discrimination. The Court’s ruling in Shelby County v. Holder, striking down a key provision of the Voting Rights Act, eliminates vital protections for voters in states and localities that have a long history and continuing record of discriminating against voters on the basis of race. It is time for Congress to act in a bipartisan manner and fix the Voting Rights Act.


But you have the power to help restore these protections that are essential for our democracy.

Stand up and join me in building a movement to demand that Congress protect the right to vote! Stay informed. Take action. Sign up at www.RestoreVotingRights.org” 

Sample Text Message “Go to RestoreVotingRights.org and tell Congress to pass bipartisan legislation that would restore the Voting Rights Act’s vital voter protections.” 

4. Send an Alert
If you or your organization has the capacity to send action alerts, here is some sample text:

Demand that Congress Act—Restore Voting Rights!
The Supreme Court’s misguided ruling in Shelby County v. Holder, striking down a key provision of the Voting Rights Act (VRA), eliminates critical protections for voters in states and localities that have a long history and continuing record of discriminating against voters on the basis of race.
The Court’s Shelby decision essentially suspended the use of the most effective tool that Americans had against racial discrimination in voting—Section 5 of the VRA. Section 5 has played a critical role in preventing and addressing real threats to the very right that all Americans cherish so much: the right to vote free from discrimination.
Voting rights for millions of Americans are now in jeopardy. Sign the postcard at  www.RestoreVotingRights.org and tell your members of Congress, and U.S. senators, to restore the Voting Rights Act.
5. Visit Your Members of Congress
Drop by their offices and tell them that they must pass a bill to fix the VRA and restore voting rights. Tell them:

[bookmark: _GoBack]“The Court’s ruling in Shelby County v. Holder tells us that we must act now to restore the VRA and make it better for all of us. Make sure we restore the Voting Rights Act’s vital protections to stop discrimination against voters on the basis of race.

“The moment is now to Restore Voting Rights. Our rights must be protected.” 
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Last Updated: October 9, 2013	For questions, contact Bree Romero at Romero@civilrights.org
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